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Contemporary Moral Issues.
The chosen contemporary moral issue is abortion. Abortion refers to the deliberate termination of pregnancy by removing the fetus out of mother’s womb at the request of the mother before its maturity (Ross 23). Abortion is a controversial issue in recent societies. As a result of advancement in technology and the unwillingness of potential mothers to bear children, it has become increasingly easier to commit an abortion. However, it is also at ease to rescue the lives of premature babies.  In this regard, the contemporary society has encountered numerous opinions concerning abortion. Perhaps it is the sole duty of every individual to have moral reasoning on whether elective abortion is right or wrong hence it is a worldwide challenge whose destiny is yet to be realized. Behind the concept are many critical questions concerning ethics of abortion and hence there is a need for attention concerning its pleasures and pains.
Utilitarianism is one of the most prominent ethical theory in today’s society which values consequences of moral action, like abortion. According to the principle of utilitarianism, an action is morally good when it attributes to the highest amount of good for many people. It is morally wrong to commit abortion because it bears no good for the people, and if it does, it is morally good. As observed in utilitarianism, a good action is associated with the absence of pain and existence of pleasure, this account the usefulness of a product. Abortion also observes the Felicifc calculus advocated by Bentham (Best 56). It evaluates the pleasures and pains associated with the moral action. The main focus of Bentham’s version is on the happiness, the pain and the chances to maximize happiness over pain from moral action. In this regard, Bentham’s theory indicates the way about abortion by judging its moral rightness by the outcome, that is, the pleasures and pain it produces. These two utilitarianism approaches form a basis for illustrating the effects of abortion and morality of the action.
In preference to utilitarianism, we can define whether moral issue such as abortion is right if it offers the most anticipated consequences for most people involved thus preference of satisfaction. Abortion is at times permissible in a condition that “no fetus is a person, no fetus claims for life like a person” (Patrick 45). According to utilitarianism, abortion should be allowed if its existence of the fetus is of no intrinsic benefits and that mother’s interests are more crucial than the rudimental concerns of the fetus. Utilitarianism also extends a hand of concern to the mechanisms of abortion which make a fetus experience pain. If abortion is committed for no benefits, it should be considered crime and these should be eradicated.
In Bentham’s utilitarianism approach to abortion, he applied Felicific calculus which emphasizes on the intensity of pleasures and pain attributed to moral action. This best applies to abortion in judging whether abortion in itself is morally right or wrong. He outlines some factors which are essential to justify the effectiveness of abortion. As such, the intensity of pleasure, and the extent of pleasure caused to the people. According to Bentham, abortion defines the certainty and uncertainty of the action since a mother might encounter pain for not having the child and also pleasure from not delivering the child, for example, when pregnancy was as a result of rape. Also, the clarity, remoteness, and richness of pleasure may determine the birth of a baby which could be a source of pleasure or pain to many too. Similarly, the extent of pleasures the action generates to people affected by it, for example, effects of an infant to the entire family. Committing abortion due to factors such as education, work, financial pressures and family affairs should be valued as morally wrong. According to Bentham, actions which generate the most admirable consequences is perceived as the morally upright action to undertake.
In summary, the principle of utilitarianism is best utilized in ethics as a general principle to apply in all moral choices. Regarding abortion, pregnancies which would risk mother’s health by causing mental, emotional, and physical hardships are eligible for termination. Bentham’s Felicific calculus considers pain and pleasures associated with all parties involved in abortion by factoring their feelings. The above approaches to abortion are not specific concerning its goodness or badness hence the understanding that abortion should be applied at personal convenience based on happiness over sorrow for all parties involved. It is very hard to explain the effects of abortion because no one knows whom the fetus would have become or what he would realize in his life thus abortion should be outlawed.








[bookmark: _GoBack]
Work cited.
Best, Joel. Images of issues: Typifying contemporary social problems. Routledge, 2017.
Patrick, Tom, and Sander Werkhoven. Utilitarianism. CRC Press, 2017.
Ross, David. Choosing For Two-Scholarly Edition: An Examination of Abortion Decision Making and Its Implications for Crisis Counseling. MW Media, 2017.
